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Issues and Challenges in Indian Agriculture / AT F F goeaTd i< FHAITAAT

1. Fragmented Land Holdings / [ &7 fa==

Small and marginal farmers own most landholdings, reducing efficiency,

economies of scale, and mechanization.
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2. Declining Soil Fertility / 9&T $it Sa<aT § fFixrae

Overuse of chemical fertilizers and pesticides has degraded soil health and
organic content.
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3. Water Scarcity and Mismanagement / ST €< 3iX FTHGET

Over-dependence on monsoon (50-55% rain-fed farming), over-extraction of
groundwater, and inefficient irrigation.
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4. Climate Change Impact / STqaTg IREd HT TN

Erratic rainfall, floods, droughts, and extreme weather events reduce
productivity and crop reliability.
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5. Post-Harvest Losses / FaTs, & aT& T

Lack of storage, cold chain, and transport infrastructure causes 20-30% post-
harvest losses in perishables.
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6. Marketing Inefficiencies / faaor & sterear

Farmers receive a small share of consumer prices due to middlemen; limited
APMC market access.
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7. Price Volatility / = & stfeazar

Prices fluctuate due to inadequate procurement, poor MSP coverage, and market
shocks.
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8. High Input Costs / ¥ @~ # Ii

Rising prices of seeds, fertilizers, fuel, and machinery increase production cost
and reduce profit margins.
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9. Indebtedness and Financial Distress / SEorEqar i< fa<fig g



Farmers often rely on informal credit; crop failures lead to debt traps and farmer
suicides.
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10. Technological Gaps / STt FF FHt

Low mechanization (40—45% compared to 90% in developed nations) and poor
adoption of precision farming.
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11. Low R&D and Innovation / STEETT i< AT T FHt

Weak agricultural research and development, slow adoption of biotech and

high-yield varieties.
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12. Poor Extension Services / TOTT JAT3M ST FHHSIO

Lack of proper farmer training, advisory services, and information about
modern techniques.
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13. Gender Disparity / &R sEHT=AT



Women contribute significantly to farming but lack land rights, credit, and
decision-making roles.
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14. Environmental Degradation / 931a<ofa &1t

Overuse of chemicals, stubble burning, and deforestation cause pollution and
loss of biodiversity.
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15. Policy and Governance Issues / AT i< e @aeft qaeamd

Slow reforms, delays in MSP procurement, ineffective insurance schemes, and
weak institutional support.
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